Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BANGKO 20610 2II223Z 

65 

ACTION EA-09 

INEO OCT-OI EUR- 1 2 NBA- 10 ISO-00 CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 

PM-04 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-I5 DODE-00 PRS-OI EB-07 MC-02 

DHA-02 ORM-02 /079 W 

088087 

R2II0I5Z JUL 76 
PM AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1043 
INEO AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
AMCONSUL CALCUTTA 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 

CONPIDENTIAL BANGKOK 20610 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EGEN, VS 

SUBJ: IBM EMPLOYEES AND ASSETS IN VIET-NAM 
REF: CALCUTTA 1721 (NOTAL) 

1. EMBASSY BRIEPED BRUCE TOMSON, IBM REPRESENTATIVE BANGKOK, 

ON PORTION OP MISS LE THI NGOC MAI'S INTERESTING COMMENTS 
CONCERNING HIS PIRM'S COMPUTERS LEPT BEHIND IN SAIGON (REPTEL). 
ALTHOUGH HE WAS ABSENT WHEN MISS MAI PASSED THROUGH BANGKOK, 
TOMSON NORMALLY DEBRIEFS IBM EMPLOYEES WHO LEAVE SAIGON AND IS 
IN A GOOD POSITION TO JUDGE SIGNIPICANT DEVELOPMENTS WHICH 
CONCERN IBM. 

2. TOMSON WAS INTERESTED IN MISS MAI'S COMMENTS ABOUT PROBLEM OP 
SUPPLIES. HE SAID THAT MINOR ITEMS SUCH AS PAPER CAN BE EASILY 
PURCHASED OVER THE COUNTER IN MAJOR ASIAN CITIES, SOMETHING 
SOMEONE IN, SAY, AN SRV TRADE OFPICE IN SINGAPORE COULD DO, UNLESS 
AMOUNT WAS SUCH THAT IT WOULD RAISE THE EYEBROWS OP THE SELLER. 
IBM CONTROLS MORE CLOSELY SALE OP COMPUTER RIBBONS BUT A DETER- 
MINED PURCHASER COULD PROBABLY SUCCEED IN OBTAINING THEM. WHAT 
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SINCE THEY PRESENTED TWO LONG SHOPPING LISTS FOR PARTS IN APPROACH- 
ES IN SINGAPORE AND HONG KONG EARLIER IN THE YEAR, IBM HAS 
ALERTED ALL ITS ASIAN BRANCHES TO BE ALERT TO, AND REJECT, ALL 
SUCH APPROACHES ON BEHALE OE THE SRV. IBM/FRANCE EMPLOYEE WHO 
VISITED SAIGON IN FEBRUARY EOUND THAT THE PRINCIPAL CONCERN OF 
VIETNAMESE WAS TO OBTAIN PARTS. AN EMPLOYEE WHO DEPARTED SAIGON 
IN MID- JUNE NOTED THAT VIETNAMESE HAD ALREADY BEGUN CANNIBALIZING 
COMPUTERS. (INTERESTINGLY, HE ALSO REPORTED EOR THE FIRST TIME 
THAT THE COMPUTERS HAD BEEN WIRED TO DETONATE AT TAKEOVER, WIRES 
WHICH NVA THEN CAREEULLY CUT.) 

3. SO EAR AS IBM HAD BEEN AWARE, VIETNAMESE WERE USING COMPUTERS 
ESSENTIALLY FOR TRAINING PURPOSES (WITH MOST NVA TRAINEES 
RETURNING TO HANOI AFTERWARD) AS WELL AS CONTINUING THEIR ROUTINE 
EUNCTIONS IN REGARD TO SAIGON'S TELEPHONE, ELECTRICITY, AND 

WATER SYSTEMS. NEWS THAT VIETNAMESE ARE NOW TAKING OUT INEORMATION 
ALREADY CONTAINED ON COMPUTER REELS IS A RECENT DEVELOPMENT, 
ALTHOUGH IT HAS BEEN EXPECTED EOR SOME TIME. WHETHER THE 
AUTHORITIES HAVE YET BEEN ABLE TO SORT THROUGH THE TAPES TO LOCATE 
POLICE RECORDS AND THE LIKE IS UNCERTAIN. 

4. IBM DOES NOT EXPECT ANY MORE OE ITS REMAINING APPROXIMATELY 
EIFTY EMPLOYEES TO BE ABLE TO LEAVE SAIGON, ACCORDING TO TOMSON, 
UNLESS IT IS BY A CHANCE EISHING BOAT. THOSE WITH ANY CLAIM TO 
ERENCH OR OTHER NATIONALITY HAVE ALL NOW DEPARTED. 
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